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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  : 

J.  TOLLAND,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C' S..  L,R.F,P,S.,  M.F.C.M.,  D.Ph. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

T.  E.  POINTON,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Public  Health  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer 

H.  T.  BEECH — Technical  Assistant 

MRS.  J.  E.  COTTRELL— Clerk/Typist 

County  Council  Staff  : 

Health  Visitors  — School  Nurses 
c/o  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Princess  Street,  Biddulpih 
Telephone  ; Stoke-on-Trent  512040 

MISS  R.  A.  CARTLIDGE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

MISS  E.  SUTTON,  S.R.N,,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

MRS.  N.  HADDEN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 
(Commenced  July  1971) 

MRS.  E.  S.  SMITH,  R.C.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  V.Q.N. 
(Resigned  June,  1971) 

Whole-time  Midwives  ; 

NURSE  L.  BRITTON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

22,  Highfield  Road  West,  Biddulph 
Telephone  : Stoke-on-Trent  513050 

NURSE  M.  WAKEFIELD,  S.E.A.N.,  S.C.M. 

48,  The  Uplands,  Biddulph 
Telephone  : Stoke-on-Trent  512386 

District  Nurse  — Midwives  : 

NURSE  C.  BOON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Yew  Tree  Cottage,  Wharf  Road,  Biddulph 
Telephone  ; Stoke-on-Trent  513250 

NURSE  J.  OAKDEN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

195,  Mow  Cop  Road,  Mow  Cop 
Telephone  : Stoke-on-Trent  513441 
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Town  Hall. 

Biddulph. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BIDDULPH 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1971. 

The  population,  estimated  as  at  mid-year  increased  by  260  over 
that  for  the  previous  year,  most  of  the  increase  being  due  to  excess 
of  births  over  deaths. 

Births  showed  a considerable  increase,  to  384.  This  increase  of 
53  live  births  is  reflected  in  a rise  of  unadjusted  birth  rate  to  22 
per  thousand  whilst  the  national  birth  rate  remained  unaltered. 
Illegitimate  births  rose  by  five  to  29,  the  increase  being  reflected  in 
a small  increase  in  the  illegitimate  birth  rate,  which  rate  now  almost 
coincided  with  the  national  rate  which  in  itself  remained  unaltered. 

There  were  12  infant  deaths,  double  the  figure  for  1970.  Of 
these  10  occurred  in  the  immediate  perinatal  period  and  were  not 
due  to  conditions  which  at  present  would  be  amenable  to  prevention. 
Taken  together  with  the  stillbirths,  these  represent  a perinatal 
mortality  rate  of  almost  double  the  national  rate.  Too  much  should 
not  be  read  into  these  figures;  taken  as  they  are  for  cne  year  only 
and  in  a small  population,  these  rates  are  liable  to  show  wide  move- 
ment. A more  accurate  picture  may  be  obtained  by  examining  the 
rates  over  a fairly  prolonged  period  such  as  a decade.  Of  the  other 
two  infant  deaths,  one  was  not  due  to  a condition  which  would  have 
responded  to  treatment  whilst  the  other  may  have  so  responded. 

Deaths  rose  by  18  to  183,  but  the  unadjusted  death  rate  still 
remained  below  the  national  figure.  Of  these  deaths,  68  occurred  in 
people  aged  75  or  over  and  a further  45  aged  65  to  74.  It  may  be 
of  some  interest  to  note  that  throughout  life  up  to  aged  65,  male 
deaths  were  more  than  double  female  deaths,  that  numbers  were 
almost  equal  in  the  decade  65-74,  and  only  in  the  group  aged  75  or 
over  does  the  number  of  female  deaths  equal  roughly  double  the 
number  of  male  deaths. 

Deaths  due  to  cardio-vascular  disease  rose  by  18  from  the 
previous  year’s  figure  and  at  55%  of  all  deaths  approximated  to 
the  anticipated  figure.  Of  these  deaths,  27  occurred  under  the  age 
of  65.  Ischaemic  heart  disease  caused  38  deaths  of  which  16  were 
in  males  under  65;  of  the  38  deaths  26  w^ere  in  males.  The  deaths 
of  16  males  below  pensionable  age  represented  a loss  not  cnly  to 
their  relatives,  but  also  to  the  community,  particularly  so  when  it 
is  remembered  that  such  early  deaths  are  in  fair  degree  avoidable 

Malignant  diseases  caused  34  deaths,  a fall  of  one.  Within 
this  total,  lung  cancer  deaths  fell  to  7.  one  female  to  6 male,  a ratio 
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wihich  is  roughly  that  to  be  expected. 

Respiratory  disease  caused  fewer  deaths  during  1971,  with 
deaths  due  to  bronchitis  falling  by  5 from  the  previous  year’s  high 
figure. 

The  year  was  a quiet  one  in  as  far  as  infectious  diseases  were 
concerned,  there  being  only  46  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified, 
of  which  number  40  were  cases  of  measles.  There  is,  however, 
likely  to  be  an  increase  in  cases  of  measles  in  1972  unless  there  is 
a higher  degree  of  acceptance  of  protection  by  parents  of  young 
children. 

On  1st  April  certain  of  the  County  Council’s  functions, 
previously  administered  by  the  Health  Department,  were  transferred 
to  the  newly  established  County  Social  Services  Department,  the 
principal  functions  transferred  being  the  Home  Help  Service  and 
Mental  Welfare  Service.  Due  to  this  re-organisation  and  a sub- 
sequent centralising  of  some  remaining  functions,  the  County 
Council’s  Area  Health  Committee  ceased  to  function  on  31st  July, 
1971.  However,  the  Leek  Area  Office  at  Cheadle  wes  retained  and 
functions  on  an  officer  level. 

During  the  year  fairly  considerable  private  housing  develop- 
ment continued,  completions  rising  to  243,  compared  to  207  in  1970, 
an  average  of  146  over  the  four  years  preceding  that. 

Council  employees  were  examined  as  necessary  including 
seven  for  admission  to  the  Sick  Pay  Scheme  or  superannuation. 

I wish  to  record  my  great  appreciation  of  the  capable  assist- 
ance given  at  all  times  by  your  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the 
departmental  staff.  I wish  also  to  thank  your  Surveyor  for  his 
comments  on  Sewage  Disposal. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  TOLLAND. 
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SECTION  A 


General  Statistics 


1971  1970 

Area  (in  acres)  6,647  6,647 

Registrar  General’s  niid-year  estimate  of 

home  population  (all  ages)  17,380  17,120 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  2.61  2.58 

Number  of  houses  in  the  Rate  Book  at 

1st  April,  1971 5,597  5,424 


Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1971  £435,515  £418,254 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

(Estimated)  for  financial  year  1971-72  ...  £4413.05  £1733.540 

(Ip)  (Id) 


Vital  Statistics 

Male  Female  Total 

Live  births 211  ...  173  ...  384 

Illegitimate  births  15  ...  14  ...  29 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  1,000 

live  births = 76 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000 

population = 22.1 

Adjusted  birth  rate 20.3  (comparability  factor  0.92) 

Birth  rate  (England  & Wales)  ...  = 16.0 


Male  Female  Total 

Still  births 3 4 7 

(Illegitimate) ( — ) ( — ) ( — ) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  = 18 

Still  birth  rate  (England  and  Wales) = 12 

Total  live  and  still  births  214  177  391 

(Illegitimate) 15  14  29 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Male  Female  Total 


Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year  of  age)  6 6 12 

(Illegitimate)  — ■ 1 1 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births = 31 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births = 31 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year 

per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births = 34 

Infant  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales)  = 18 


(The  lowest  annual  rate  ever  recorded  in  this  country.) 
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Male  Female 


Total 


Neonatal  mortality  (deaths  under  4 weeks 

of  age) 5 5 10 

(Illegitimate)  ( — ) (l)  (l) 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 

births  (first  four  weeks)  = 26 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (England  & Wales)  = 12 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  (first  week) 

per  1,000  live  births = 26 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (England 

and  Wales) = 10 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  plus 
deaths  during  the  first  week)  per 
1,000  total  live  and  still  births = 43 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (England  and 

Wales) = 22 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  — all  ages 93  90  183 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  = 10.5 

Adjusted  death  rate  = 14.9 

(Comparability  factor  1.42) 


NOTE. — This  comparability  factor  is  obtained  and  oised,  on  a similar 
principle  to  that  for  comparability  for  births. 

Death  rate  (England  and  Wales)  11.6 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  — 1971 

Male  Female  Total 

Enteritis  and  Other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases  ...  — ■ 2 2 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach  4 1 5 

Malignant  Neoplasm; — Intestine  3 1 4 

Malignant  Neoplasm — ^Larynx  — 1 1 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus  6 1 7 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast  — 5 5 

Malignant  Neoplasm — ^Prostate 1 — 1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 7 4 11 

Diabetes  Mellitus — 1 1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System — 1 1 

Chronic  R.heumiatic  Heart  Disease  2 1 3 

Hypertensive  Disease 3 10  13 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  26  12  38 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  3 10  13 

Cerebrovascular  Disease ...  12  19  31 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 2 3 5 

Pneumonia 5 4 9 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  6 1 7 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 2 — 2 

Appendicitis 1 — 1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  1 — 1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  — 1 1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 2 — 2 

Diseases  of  Skin — Subcutaneous  Tissue  ...  — 1 1 

Congenital  Anomalies  1 1 2 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc — 1 1 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 3 4 7 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  1 1 2 

All  Other  Accidents 2 1 3 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries — 1 1 

All  Other  External  Causes^ — 2 2 

93  90  183 

Causes  of  Death 

Malignant  disease  (Cancer):  34  deaths  were  due  to  this  i.e., 
18.6%  of  all  deaths.  Cancer  of  the  lung  killed  6 males,  all  over  45 
years  of  age  and  one  female  aged  over  65. 

Cardio-Vascular  diseases  ; This  caused  103  deaths  i.e.,  56.3% 
of  all  deaths.  27  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  people  under  the  age  of  65. 

Repiratory  disease  : (Pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  other 

respiratory  disease)  caused  18  deaths  i.e.,  9.8%  of  all  deaths. 
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Accidental  Deaths 

Five  accidental  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  compared  to 
four  in  1970  and  five  in  1969. 

Two  deaths,  male  aged  49  and  a female  aged  47  years  were  due 
to  injuries  received  in  motor  vehicle  accidents. 

One  male  aged  3 died  from  accidental  drowning  and  a male 
aged  37  died  from  hanging. 

One  female  aged  80  years  died  from  injuries  received  from 
a fall  at  home. 


Suicide 

There  was  one  death,  a female  aged  49  from  barbiturate 
poisoning. 


INFANT  MORTALITY — Deaths  under  one  year  of  age. 


Male — 1 month 
Male — 19  hours 
Male — 2 days 
Female — 1 day 
Female — 5 days 
Female — 4 hours 
Female — 7 hours 
Male — 2 days 
Male — 12  hours 
Female — 8 months 
Male — 21  hours 
Female — 2 hours 


Capillary  bronchitis 

Pulmonary  Atelectasis  and  Haemorrhage 
Congestive  Cardiac  Failure 
Prematurity 

Pulmonary  Atelectasis  and  Prematurity 
Prematurity 

Atelectasis  and  Prematurity 

Prematurity 

Prematurity 

Pneumonia  and  congenital  heart  disease 
Extreme  prematurity 
Extreme  prematurity 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  Urban  District  Council  is  the  Sanitary  authority  responsible 
for  the  environmental  services.  It  delegates  to  its  Health  Committee 
“ Authority  and  power  to  institute  any  proceedings  or  to  do  any 
act  which  the  Council  might  have  instituted  or  done  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  nuisances  and  the  safeguarding  of  public  health,  but  not  the 
raising  of  any  loans  or  the  making  of  any  rate  or  contract.” 

The  following  additional  committees  are  responsible  in  one 
foiTTL  or  another  with  matters  of  public  health  : Housing  and  Planning 
and  Building. 

Staffordshire  County  Council,  as  the  Local  Health  Authority 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946,  administers  all  local 
authority  health  functions  within  the  Urban  District.  These  include  ; 
National  and  Child  Welfare,  Domiciliary  Midwifery,  General  Nursing, 
Health  Visiting,  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care, 
Ambulance  Service.  Day  to  day  administration  is  carried  out  by 
the  Leek  Area  Health  Committee  on  which  the  Council  has  a 
representative.  This  Committee  ceased  to  function  on  31st  July,  1971. 

Ambulance  Service  (Section  27) 

The  Biddulph  Station  adjoins  the  Fire  Station  in  Princess 
Street.  There  is  one  ambulance  and  two  dual  purpose  vehicles, 
and  a staff  of  six — one  officer  and  5 drivers. 

The  Station  is  open  from  8.0  a.m.  to  10.0  p.m.  Monday  to 
Friday,  and  from  8.0  a.m.  to  12  noon  on  Saturday.  Outside  these 
hours  the  service  is  covered  by  local  staff  on  call  or  adjacent  24 
hour  stations. 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

Biddulph  is  served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Stafford.  This  is  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  It  is  a component  of  a free  national  laboratory 
service  for  England  and  Wiales.  The  work  of  the  Laboratory  is 
designed  to  assist  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  general 
practitioners  in  the  diagnosis,  prevention  land  control  of  communicable 
diseases.  Its  activities  include  the  examination  of  throat  and  nose 
swabs,  sputum,  blood  and  excreta  of  human  origin  as  aid  to 
diagnosis  of  suspected  land  actual  infectious  diseases.  Its  sanitary 
work  includes  mainly  the  bacteriological  examination  of  drinking 
water,  the  testing  of  sampled  milk  for  cleanliness  and  for  the 
presence  of  the  tubercule  bacillus  and  other  pathogenic  organisms. 
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and  the  bacteriological  testing  of  ice-cream,  synthetic  cream  and 
shellfish  as  distributed  to  the  user  or  consumer.  Its  staff  is  available 
to  participate  in  the  investigation  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  area  which  it  serves  with  the  general  aim  of  preventing  or 
controlling  disease. 

Vac€iines  ; The  laboratory  distributes  in  the  prevention  of 
disease,  diphtheria  prophylactic  and  calf  lymph  for  smallpox 
vaccination.  It  makes  available  measles  prophylactic  for  the  passive 
immunisation  of  contacts  and  distributes  outfits  for  the  collection  of 
pathological  material. 

For  the  convenience  of  local  medical  practitioners  and  for  use 
at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  the  following  antigenic  materials  are 
held  available  at  the  Town  Hall : Poliomyelitis  vaccine,  triple  antigen 
(diphtheria,  pertussis  and  tetanus)  combined  diphtheria  tetanus 
antigen,  tetanus  toxoid  and  diphtheria,  prophylactic  in  several  forms. 
No  stock  of  calf  lymph  is  held  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Mortuary 

The  Council’s  mortuary  is  situated  in  Wharf  Road.  Essential 
equipment  is  provided  by  the  local  authority  and  a mortuary 
attendant  is  available  when  required.  The  mortuary  was  not  used 
during  the  year. 
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SECTION  C 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES 

The  previalence  of  notifiable  infectious  and  other  diseases 
during  the  year  was  considerably  lower  than  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  confirmed  notifications  of  infectious  disease  in 
1971  was  46  compared  to  142  in  1970  and  24  in  1969. 

A table  showing  the  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during 
1971  appears  in  the  report  on  page  12. 

The  Infectious  Disease  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  area  is  at 
Bucknall — a comparatively  short  distance  away.  This  hospital 
receives  all  types  of  infectious  disease  with  the  exception  of  small- 
pox which  is  treated  at  the  Catherine-de-Barnes  Hospital,  near 
Solihull.  Admission  is  arranged  directly  by  the  local  general 
practitioners  and  transport  is  provided  by  the  local  Ambulance 
Service. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Only  one  case  occurred. 

The  disease  in  general  is  now  a very  mild  one  and  responds 
readily  to  treatment. 

Whooping  Cough 

Two  cases  were  notified. 

The  use  of  combined  antigen  giving  simultaneous  protection 
against  whooping  cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus  is  no  doubt  largely 
responsible  for  the  reduced  incidence  of  this  disease.  Initial 
protection  is  given  in  infancy,  the  primary  course  consisting  of 
three  injections  commencing  when  the  baby  is  six  months  old. 
Measles 

40  cases  were  notified  compared  to  131  in  1970.  This 
disease  is  also  preventable,  protection  being  given  by  a simple 
injection  preferably  between  1 and  2 years  of  age. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Twelve  samples  of  faeces  were  taken  of  which  eight  were 
negative  and  four  positive.  The  four  positive  samples  were  taken 
from  two  members  of  a family  of  six  people  who,  as  reported  in 
the  previous  year,  were  found  to  be  affected  with  food  poisoning 
connected  with  an  outbreak  in  an  adjoining  authority.  All  the 
members  of  the  family  had  recovered  early  in  the  year  under 
review. 

Infective  Jaundice 

This  disease  became  notifiable  on  15th  June,  1968.  Only  one 
case  was  notified  during  the  year,  compared  to  2 in  1970. 
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Acute  PoMomyelitis 

The  district  was  again  free  of  this  disease  during  1971. 

Vaccination  is  now  available  to  all  under  40  years  of  lage  using 
either  oral  (live)  or  killed  (salk)  vaccine  by  injection. 

Diphtheria 

Tthere  has'  again  been  no  case  in  Biddulph.  Continued  freedom 
from  this  disease  is  dependent  on  complete  immunis'ation  of  the 
childhood  population.  Parents  should  be  fully  aware  of  their  duty 
to  have  the  children  immunised  in  infancy.  The  state  of  immunity 
is  achieved  by  three  injections  and  should  be  commenced  at  six 
months  of  age.  It  is  now  customary  to  use  a combined  vaccine 
which  offers  simultaneous  protection  against  diphtheria,  wihooping 
cough  and  tetanus.  A booster  dose  should  be  given  at  5 years,  and 
it  is  desirable  to  give  a further  booster  during  school  life,  at  age 
10 — 15  years. 

The  absence  of  the  disease  from  the  community  will  continue 
to  depend  on  parental  response  to  the  educative  efforts  of  all  health 
workers.  A fall  in  the  level  of  community  protection  could  result 
in  frank  cases  of  diphtheria  reappearing. 

Tuberculosis 

The  year  commenced  with  a total  of  25  cases  on  the  register. 
Two  new  cases  were  added  and  nine  cases  were  removed  from  the 
register  during  the  year,  leaving  a total  of  18. 

The  new  cases  were  of  pulmonary  type,  a female  aged  45  years 
and  a male  aged  71  years. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  has  reduced  considerably 
during  the  past  few  years  as  a result  of  active  revision  of  each  and 
every  case  at  approximatey  annual  intervals'. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  cases  during  the  past  11  years: 

TUBERCULOSIS  — 1960—1971 


New  Cases 

Recovered  Died 

Removed 
to  other 

Total 

cases  on 

Dec. 

1960 

1961  ...  . 

7 

8 

areas 

1 

Register 

82 

80 

1962  ... 

6 

3 

1 

2 

80 

1963  ... 

5 

— 

— 

1 

84 

1964  ... 

3 

9 

3 

6 

69 

1965  ... 

5 

6 

...  — 

4 

64 

1966  ... 

...  3 

22 

— 

2 

43 

1967  ... 

2 

7 

— 

1 

37 

1968  ... 

1 

6 

1 

— 

31 

1969  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

31 

1970  ... 

1 

3 

1 

3 

25 

1971  ... 

2 

5 

3 

1 

18 

Totals  ...  36 

...  69 

...  10 

...  21 

10 


BiDDULPH  URBAN  DISTRICT— CONFIRMED  NOTIFICATIONS  — 1962—1071 
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Totals...  64  214  188  123  96  136  108  24  142 


CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  OCCURRING  IN  1971 
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TUBERCULSIS,  1971 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation 


The  following  figures  have  been  supplied  to  me  by  the  Leek 
Area  Health  Office  of  the  County  Council  showing  the  work  done  in 
the  district  under  the  County  Council’s  Vaccination  and 
Immunisation  Scheme  : — 


Primary 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION  32 

TRIPLE  (Diphtheria,  Pertusis  and  Tetanus)  179 


DIPHTHERIA /TETANUS  20 

DIPHTHERIA  ONLY — 

TETANUS  ONLY 20 

POLIOMYELITIS 198 

MEASLES  104 

RUBELLA 176 


Reinforcing 

1 

71 

254 

2 

7 

306 
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SECTION  D 


Water  Supplies 

The  water  undertaking  was  taken  over  by  the  Staffordshire 
Potteries  Water  Board  on  1st  April,  1966,  and  they  supply  the  greater 
part  of  the  district. 

The  Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  Board  has  supplied  the 
following  report  on  water  supply  ; — 

“ During  1971  bacteriological  examinations  on  87  samples  were 
made,  of  whidh  40  were  of  untreated  waters  at  the  sources  and  47 
of  chlorinated  water  going  into  supply.  Fifteen  chemical  samples 
were  analysed  and  the  highest  lead  content  found  in  any  sample 
was  0.02mg/l. 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  supply  is  satisfactory. 

All  samples  of  waters  at  source  and  in  supply  were  100%  ‘'ree 
from  faecal  contamination  (E.Coli  Type  1)  and  85.7%  free  from 
Clostridium  Welchii  (perfringens).  The  fluoride  content  is  less  than 
O.lmg/1,  except  for  one  area  of  the  Urban  District  which  is  served 
by  mixed  impounded  springs  and  boreholes  sources  and  which  has  a 
fluoride  content  of  0.17  mg/1. 

The  total  Beta  radioactivity  level  is  well  below  the  maximum 
permissible  limit  laid  down  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for 
drinking  waters.” 

The  total  number  of  houses  within  the  Urban  District  connected 
to  mains  supply  is  5,597  (99.5%),  all  of  which  have  a supply  direct  to 
the  house.  There  are  no  stand  pipes.  Onlj''  29  houses,  all  in  out- 
lying areas,  are  without  a mains  supply  : .5%  of  the  total. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  INSPECTIONS 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  principle  work  undertaken 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  etc.  During  the  year  146  complaints 
were  received  and  investigated.  12  Preliminary  Notices  were  served 
for  housing  defects  and  122  Preliminary  Notices  for  the  provision  of 


suitable  dustbins. 

Inspections  and  revisits  made  with  respect  to: — 

Complaints  and  housing  defects 149 

Nuisances  and  defects  found 50 

Nuisances  and  defects  remedied 30 

Refuse  Accommodation  482 

Refuse  collection  ...  1060 

Drainage  179 

Water  supply  (sampling,  etc.)  18 

Infectious  diseases  24 

Caravans 26 

Interviews — Owners  and  tradesmen  18 

Miscellaneous 14 
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Sewage  Works,  Marsh  Green 

During  the  whole  of  the  year  works  of  reconstruction  and 
extension  proceeded  at  Marsh  Green  and  although  the  new  sludge 
pressing  station  became  operative  in  the  preceding  November,  it 
was  not  until  August,  1971,  that  a second  major  part  of  the  new 
works  comprising  new  inlet  channel,  screens,  grit  remover  and 
primary  settlement  tanks  with  associated  effluent  and  slude  pump- 
ing equipment  was  brought  into  use. 

Used  in  conjunction  with  the  existing  filter  beds,  this  resulted 
in  an  immediate  improvement  of  the  effluent  discharged  into  the 
Biddulph  Brook, 

A nine  month  extension  of  the  Contract  period  to  August,  1971, 
had  been  agreed  in  October,  1970,  but  the  whole  of  the  reconstructed 
works,  including  aeration  units  and  final  settlement  tanks  was 
not  in  fact  fully  operative  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Various  minor 
works  and  site  clearance  by  the  main  contractor  should  be  completed 
during  the  early  months  of  1972,  following  which  a separate  Contract 
will  be  arranged  for  the  construction  of  roadworks  Within  the  site 
and  the  provision  of  a new  unclimiable  fence  to  the  perimeter  of 
the  works. 

Construction  activities  resulted  in  frequent  interruption  and 
difficulties  in  the  routine  operation  of  the  works  and  it  is  to  the 
credit  of  the  new  manager  that  these  have  been  overcome,  teething 
troubles  in  the  new  plant  generally  resolved  and  an  effluent  as  good 
as  could  be  expected  under  the  prevailing  circumstances,  at  all 
times  maintained. 

Biddulph  Park  Sewage  Works 

The  small  treatment  works  at  Biddulph  Park  operated  satis- 
factorily during  the  year. 

Public  Conveniences 

The  public  conveniences  at  Wharf  Road  were  demolished  early 
in  1971  to  permit  construction  of  new  shops  and  replaced  by  new 
premises  on  a nearby  site  in  Craigside  which  became  available  for 
use  by  the  public  in  December. 

Closet  Conversions 

Twio  pail  closets  were  converted  to  water  closets.  There  are 
approximately  174  pail  closets  situated  in  the  scattered  and 
unsewered  parts  of  the  district,  of  which  114  are  emptied  by  Council 
workmen. 

Clean  Air  Act 

No  particular  problems  are  being  met  with  concerning  smoke 
emissions. 

No  action  has  yet  been  taken  in  connection  with  smoke  control 
areas  and  none  is  contemplated. 
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Caravans 


Under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960, 
occupiers  of  sites  and/or  caravans  are  required  to  obtain  licenses 
from  the  Council.  The  Act  is  designed  to  control  sites  from  both 
Planning  and  Public  Health  aspects.  There  is  one  licensed  site  in 
the  district,  for  a miaximum  of  21  caravans. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 


This  Act  is  designed  to  make  provision  for  securing  the  health, 
safety  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  to  work  in  offices  or  shop 
premises  and  certain  railway  premises. 

During  the  year  50  registered  premises  received  a general 
inspection  and  oonditions  were  generally  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  various  types  of  premises  : — 


Class  of  premises 


No.  of  registered 
premises  at  end  of  year 


No.  of  persons 
employed 


Offices  15  ...  48 

Retail  Shops 50  ...  194 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  1 ...  4 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

public,  canteens  4 ...  22 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  1 ...  1 


71  ...  269 


Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises  : 59 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  collection  of  hiousehold  and  trade  refuse  operated  satis- 
factorily during  the  year  and  a weekly  service  of  97%  of  the 
premises  in  the  district  was  maintained,  apart  from  slight  delays 
which  inevitably  occur  at  holiday  periods  or  during  inclement 
weather. 

Two  fore  and  aft  vehicles  are  used  and  due  to  the  ever 
increasing  bulk  of  refuse,  larger  capacity  vehicles  will  be  required 
w>hen  the  existing  vehicles  are  due  for  replacement. 

A nominal  charge,  based  on  rateable  value,  is  I'pade  for  the 
collection  of  trade  refuse  from  shops,  business  premises,  etc. 

All  refuse  continues  to  be  dispoed  of  at  the  Bemerley  tip  and 
negotiations  are  still  proceeding  regarding  an  extension  of  tipping 
facilities  in  this  area.  A four-wheel  drive  loading  shovel  is  used  on 
the  tip  and  since  the  acquisition  of  this  machine,  tipping  has  been 
carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner. 
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A total  of  5,800  premises  receive  a weekly  service  from  whicli 
6,600  dustbins  are  emptied.  175  premises  situated  in  the  outlying 
parts  of  the  district  receive  a fortnightly  service. 

Civic  Amenities  Act  1967 

This  Act  makes  it  an  offence  to  abandon  a motwr  vehicle  or 
any  other  thing  on  any  land  in  the  open  air,  and  gives  local 
authorities  powers  and  duties  in  relation  to  abandoned  vehicles  and 
other  refuse. 

To  comply  with  the  Act  the  Ooimcil  has  made  provisions  for 
refuse  to  be  deposited  at  the  Wharf  Road  Council  Depot  and  at  the 
Bemersley  tip.  Action  has  been  taken  to  remove  eight  abandoned 
motor  vehicles  and  other  refuse  from  various  sites  throughout  the 
district. 

The  Council  has  continued  to  remove  unwanted  items  of 
furniture,  etc.,  from  households  free  of  charge,  and  during  the  year 
434  requests  for  this  service  were  made,  compared  to  145  in  1970. 
As  a result  of  this  free  service  and  the  provision  of  disposal  points, 
unauthorised  dumping  of  refuse  has  reduced  considerably  during 
the  year. 

71  visits  and  inspections  were  made. 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

The  Council’s  Byelaws,  under  Section  77  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1961,  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  cleanliness 
of  the  premises,  instruments,  towels,  materials  and  equipment  used 
in  the  premises  and  the  cleanliness  of  hairdressers  and  barbers. 

There  are  18  premises  and  generally  conditions  were 
satisfactory. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  is  one  establishment  licensed  under  the  Act  and  conditions 
were  satisfactory. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act,  1963 

Five  premises  are  registered  under  the  Act,  to  keep  83  dogs 
and  9 cats. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Two  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  neither  of 
which  was  considered  to  be  a nuisance. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

The  Council  employs  one  part-time  rodent  operator  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  and  mice.  A free  service  is  given  to  private 
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dwelling-houses  and  wlhen  business  or  agricultural  premises  are 
treated  the  cost  is  charged  to  the  occupier. 

Regular  treatment  of  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  and  sewage  works 
and  a further  treatment  for  the  destruction  of  rats  in  sewers  were 
carried  out. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  work  undertaken  during 
the  year : — 

ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  RATS  AND  MICEr— 1971 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Type  of  Property 
Non-Agri  cultural  Agricultural 

1.  — Number  of  properties  in  district 6260  ...  93 

2.  — '(a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 

inspected  following  notification  ... 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

3.  — (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than  notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


74 

10 

1 

94 

2 
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FACTORIES  ACT 


1.  Inspeotians 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

1 

Number 

1 

Inspections! 

1 

of 

Written 

Notices 

(i) 

Factories  without  m.echanical 
power  (S.1.2.3.4.6.)  

-| 

1 - ; 

(ii) 

Factories  with  mechanical 
power  (S.7)  

36  1 

43 

— 

(iii) 

Other  premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises)  i 

1 

12 

_ 

(iv) 

Outworkers  

32 

2 i 

— 

(Wearing  Apparel,  making,  | 
etc.) 

i 

i 

Total  ... 

80  1 

45  1 

i — 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Defects 

Found 

Defects 

Remedied 

1 Referred 
by  H.M. 

1 Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

.. 

(b) 

Unsuitable  or  defective  .. 

3 

3 

— 

(c) 

Not  separate  for  sexes... 

— 

i — 

— 

Other 

offences  

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

^ ! 

3 1 

— 
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SECTION  E— HOUSING 


Number  of  houses  erected  by  Private  enterprise  243 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  — 

243 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  39 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose 63 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  27 


(b'  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  2 (a) 
above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  — 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  Service 
of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied...  6 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(a)  Nocices  served  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act 

1957  — 

(b)  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  — 

(c)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

Formal  Notices — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957 — 

(e)  Number  of  houses  included  under  sub-head  3 (d) 

above,  in  respect  of  which  an  imdertaking  was 
accepted  by  the  Council  — 

(f)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  — 

(g)  Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  14 

(h)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made — 
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Unfit  Houses 

The  remaining  family  in  the  Brook  Street  Clearance  Area  was 
rehoused  and  the  fourteen  houses  demolished. 

The  tw’enty-five  houses  known  as  Tower  Hill  Cottages,  Mow 
Cop,  and  which  are  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
were  formally  represented  to  the  Council  during  the  year  and  a 
Clearance  Order  made.  Rehousing  of  the  occupants  will  in  due 
course  take  place  and  it  is  proposed  that  some  of  the  families  will 
be  rehoused  in  the  nineteen  new  houses  and  bungalows  to  be  built 
at  Brown  Lees  and  the  remainder  into  other  houses  as  suitable 
vacancies  arise. 

Bungalows  for  Elderly  Persons 

As  the  need  for  further  bungalow  accommodation  is^  increasing, 
the  Council  has  approved  the  erection  of  nine  at  Brown  Lees,  three 
at  Biddulph  Moor  and  sixteen  or  eighteen  on  a site  adjoining  High- 
field  House,  an  aged  persons  home. 

Housing  Act  1969 — Qualification  Certificates 

Under  the  terms  of  this  Act  the  owner  of  a dwelling  with  a 
controlled  tenancy  can  apply  to  the  Council  for  a Qualification 
Certificate  which,  if  granted,  converts  the  house  into  a regulated 
tenancy  and  enables  the  owner  to  apply  to  the  Rent  Officer  for  a 
fair  rent  to  be  fixed. 

Before  a Certificate  is  issued  the  Council  has  to  be  satisfied 
that  the  house  is  provided  with  all  the  standard  amenities;  bath, 
washbasin,  hot  water  supply,  W.C.,  etc.,  and  is  in  a good  state 
of  repair. 

To  date,  130  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  have 
been  received,  of  which  53  have  been  dealt  with  and  Certificates 
issued.  It  was  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  owners  to  items 
of  disrepair  at  seven  houses,  which  will  have  to  be  carried  out 
before  Certificate  are  issued. 

85  inspections  and  visits  were  made. 

Improvement  Grants 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  applications  dealt  with 
during  the  year  : — 

Standard  Grants 

Owner- 

Occupiers  Tenanted 


Number  of  applications  received  22  ...  5 

Number  of  applications  approved  22  ...  4 

Number  of  applications  awaiting  approval  1 ...  2 

Number  of  applications  withdrawn  1 ...  1 

Number  of  dwellings  Improved  20  ...  2 

Amount  paid  in  grants  (18  houses)...  £3,033.51 

Average  grant  per  bouse  £168.53 
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Number  of  amenities  provided  : — 

(a)  Fixed  bath 18 

(b)  Wash-hand  basin 18 

(c)  Hot  water  supply  (to  any  fitting)  18 

(d)  Internal  W.C 20 

(e)  Sinks — 


Since  the  scheme  commenced  in  1959,  265  houses  have  been 
improved  with  the  aid  of  standard  grants.  Grants  paid  total 
£29,265  with  an  average  grant  per  house  of  £110. 

Discretionary  Grants 

Owner- 

Occupiers  Others 


Number  of  applications  received  4 ...  3 

Number  of  applications  approved  3 ...  2 

Number  of  applications  refused  1 ...  1 

Number  of  dwellings  improved  2 ...  — 

Amounts  paid  in  grants  £1211.21 


Since  the  Council  adopted  the  discretionary  grant  scheme  in 
1962  only  14  houses  have  been  improved  with  the  aid  of  such 
grants  totalling  £3,872  at  an  average  of  £277  per  house. 

A total  of  296  inspections  and  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  improvement  grants. 


SECTION  F 


Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

There  are  three  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  used 
by  four  local  butchers  and  all  operated  satisfactorily  during  the 
year. 

A 100  per  cent,  inspection  of  all  carcases  continued  to  be 
made  and  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  Regulation  1963,  all  carcases 
are  stamped. 

A total  of  321  visits  was  made  to  slaughterhouses. 

Food  Hygiene 

Local  authorities  are  responsible  for  enforcing  the  various 
regulations  and  byelaws  concerning  food  hygiene.  The  regulations 
lay  down  standards  of  construction  for  all  types  of  food  premises 
and  deal  with  hygiene  practices.  The  majority  of  food  premises 
carry  on  their  business  in  a satisfactory  manner  but  regular  inspec- 
tions are  necessary  in  order  to  stress  the  importance  of  hygiene 
practices. 

Since  the  Food  iHygiene  (IMarkets,  Stalls  and  Delivery 
Vehicles)  Regulations  came  into  force  in  1967  food  vehicles  operat- 
ing in  the  district  are  inspected  as  frequently  as  possible.  The 
majority  of  mobile  shops  sell  prepacked  food  with  a consequent 
reduction  in  the  risk  of  contamination. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  1/72  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
concerning  Annual  Reports,  the  following  table  gives  details  of  the 
carious  type  of  food  premises  within  the  district : — 


Provided  with 

No.  of  No.  of  Hot  & Cold  Wash 
Type  of  Premises  Premises  Inspections  water  Basin  Sink 


Bakehouses  

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Butchers’  Shops  

12 

26 

12 

11 

12 

Canteens,  Kitchens,  etc.... 

18 

15 

18 

18 

18 

Fried  Fish  & Chip  Shops 

3 

7 

3 

3 

3 

Grocery  & Mixed  Business 

Sweets  & Confectionery 

52 

39 

52 

51 

52 

Wet  Fish  & Greengrocery 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Licensed  Premises  

20 

2 

20 

20 

20 

Poultry  Processing 

Nil 
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Registration  of  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 


Act  1955,  is  as  follows : — 

(a)  Storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  42 

(b)  Butchers’  Shops  prfciparing  or  manufacturing 

sausage  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved 
food  ...  7 


None  of  the  ice-cream  premises  is  used  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice-cream.  The  premises,  mainly  confectionery  and  mixed 
business,  sell  a pre-packed  product,  usually  supplied  by  one  of  the 
large  well-known  manufacturers.  33  inspections  were  made. 

There  are  also'  three  local  traders  operating  vehicles  for  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  the  softee  ” type  of  ice-cream. 

Milk  Supply 

The  Courity  Council  Health  Department  continues  to  report  on 
the  results  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  biological  testing  from  producer/retailers  and  retailers  through- 
out the  district. 

The  County  sampling  officers  submitted  251  samples  of  various 
types  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination  and  testing.  240 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  methylene  blue  test,  of  which  13 
failed. 

35  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
phosphatase  test  and  all  passed. 

2 samples  of  untreated  milk  were  tested  biologically  for  the 
presence  of  tuberculosis  and  both  were  negative. 

Brucella  Abortus. — 213  samples  of  untreated  milk  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  ring  test,  of  which  207  were  negative  and  6 positive. 
2 of  these  positive  samples  were  tested  biologically  and  one  was 
positive.  As  a result  of  this  sample  the  producer-retailer  concerned 
ceased  retailing  milk. 
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A table  showing  these  results  appears  below. 

There  are  38  premises  registered  with  the  Council  as  distributors 
of  milk  and  32  visits  were  made  to  milk  shops  and  farms. 

MILK  SAMPLING  — 1971 

SAMPLES  TAKEN  BY  COUNTY  COUNCIL  IN  BIDDULPH 


Untreated  Pasteurised 

Milk  Milk 

Methylene  Blue  Test  : 

Pass  195  ...  32 

Fail  13  ...  — 

Phosphatase  Test : 

Pass  — ...  35 


Fail 

Ring  Test  : 


Negative 207 

Positive  6 

Biological  Test  for  T.B.: 

Negative 2 

Positive  — 


Biological  Test  for  Brucella  Abortus: 


Negative 1 

Positive 1 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

exclud’g 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and 

inspected  . . . 

465 

10 

— 

2018 

424 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  ... 

j 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

17 

1 

10 

3 

Percentages  

3.7% 

— 

— 

.5% 

.7% 

Tuberculosis  only 

\\'^hole  carcases 

condemned  ... 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentages  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
w as  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

— 

heights  Condemned 

Offal  (Lungs,  liver,  heart,  etc.)  ITOlbs. 


There  are  7 men  licensed  to  slaughter  animials  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts. 
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